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Synopsis

The mile-deep gorge made by the Blue Nile as it flows out of the highlands of North West Ethiopia
into the broad plains of the Sudan is one of the greatest natural features in the world. It remained
virtually unexplored until 1968. That summer an expedition supported by the Army, The Daily
Telegraph and the Royal Geographical Society set out to investigate this gorge. It also aimed to
navigate 500 miles of the crocodile-infested river--known in Ethiopia as the Great Abbai--200 miles
of which had not been visited by Europeans, except at occasional fording places. The climax of the
expedition, the penetration of the Northern gorge, was unhappily marked by the death of an
expedition member by drowning, and by two attacks by bandits. In these harsh conditions a group
of scientists--mainly zoologists--were able to carry out a valuable investigation of the area. In The
Blue Nile Revealed Richard Snailham, one of those directly involved, tells the story of Great Abbai
expedition. While covering the technical and scientific dimensions of the expedition, he also
provides a deeply human account of this exciting adventure. First published in 1970, this book has

become a classic of African exploration.
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Customer Reviews

"An engrossing, frequently thrilling, often hilarious book... full of moments of sheer comedy,

described with great aplomb." The Daily Telegraph

RICHARD SNAILHAM was for 25 years Senior Lecturer in International Affairs at the Royal Military

Academy Sandhurst. The author six travel books, he is Chairman of the Anglo-Ethiopian Society.



Very interesting narrative regarding an expedition in the late 1960’s whose aim was to be the first to
travel the length of the Blue Nile in Ethiopia told by one of the participants, author Richard Snailham.
Plenty of mishaps and adventure here, reminiscent of the travels of explorers from 100 years earlier.

Highly recommended!
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